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Celebrates Bpring!

See! The winter is past; The rains are over and gone.

Flowers appear on the earth; The season of singing has come. Norouz Haft Sin Table
Ancient poem

For over three thousand years, people influenced by the Persian Empire have welcomed the
First Day of Spring as the New Year with joyous festivals and traditions. We can still see the
gifts Darius the Great received on Norouz, carved in relief along the “all nations staircase” in
Persepolis 2,500 years ago. Royal traditions for this day included public appearances, cash gifts,
and pardons. But it is community and family traditions which touch people today.

Visiting friends and family continues throughout thirteen days of celebration, so entertaining is
amust. Special pastries and nuts are kept available to serve with tea or sherbet at any time.
Family members exchange gifts; often at the exact moment spring begins.

Sunshine and pale green leaves bring a feeling of newness, and inspire cleaning projects.
Everyone puts on new clothes and a new face.

An important and distinctive tradition of Norouz is the Haft Sin table, which is the centerpiece
of family celebration. Here creativity flourishes as the expected seven symbols arranged together
with personal touches, like flowers and decorated eggs. A special book such as the Quran, Bible,
or poetry is displayed. One essential item is sprouts, which symbolize rebirth.

The Bible speaks much of rebirth and renewal. It reminds us that God’s original plan was for us
to live with him in paradise. He wants us to love him for his goodness and greatness, so he gave
us the gift of choice. Adam chose to disobey God. He was punished and sent from paradise,
because although God is loving and merciful, he is also just.
People long for the return of paradise — a beautiful, perfect place for us.
God wants it too.

But if God judged and punished Adam, he will punish us. God showed us that the wages of
sin is death, not only through the words of the prophets, but by requiring blood sacrifices for sin.
The early prophets Noah and Abraham made animal sacrifices. Abraham nearly sacrificed his
son, but God provided a lamb as a substitute. When Moses brought the law to the Jews, God
required animal sacrifices to pay for their inability to keep the law perfectly. God is perfect!

But animal sacrifices were not the final solution. God’s prophets foretold a new covenant for
all people, with a final sacrifice. Prophet Isaiah told us he would be Mighty God, that he would
be led like a lamb to the slaughter, and would take the sin of us all. John the Baptist (Prophet
Yahia) pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

Jesus was crucified and arose on Easter to bring new life for us. When we pray and accept
Jesus’ sacrifice in our place, we have new lifel The Bible says, in | Corinthians 5:17,

Old things have passed away; Behold, all things have become new!
Jesus told a seeker it was like being born again. Jesus said,
I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father, except by me. And,
I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies.
Why not pray now and accept the way to eternal life? For more info: www.christianfrommuslim.com



http://www.christianfrommuslim.com/
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